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Opening November 11

“Art of Engagement”
Major Exhibition in Conjunction with New Book by Art Historian Peter Selz

November 11 through January 31

Los Angeles, CA - Jack Rutberg Fine Arts presents an important and timely exhibition, “Art of
Engagement,” officially launching the much anticipated book by renowned art historian, Peter
Selz, entitled, “Art of Engagement: Visual Politics in California and Beyond,” published by
University of California Press.  The exhibition opens with a reception and book signing by Selz,
co-hosted by UC Press, on Friday, November 11th from 7 to 9:30 PM. The exhibition will extend
through January 31, 2006.

In its scope and breadth, the “Art of Engagement” exhibition functions as an ambitious
historical survey of artistic expressions in contemporary and modern art inspired by social and
political issues.  The exhibition centers on works that are compelling for their artistic
expressions. Collectively, these works underscore the degree to which artists have been
responsive to such issues, in spite of the relative rarity of similar exhibitions presented by
museums and galleries.

Free speech, eco-environmentalism, gender politics, racial issues, and labor activism are just a
few of the subjects explored in “Art of Engagement,” along with images of conflict, from the
Spanish Civil War,World War II and the Holocaust, to the war and political agitation of the
Vietnam war years, up through to the present war in Iraq.

The exhibition will include nearly eighty paintings, sculptures, prints and drawings by Pablo
Picasso, George Grosz, Otto Dix, Fernand Leger, Kaethe Kollwitz, Ben Shahn, Jack Levine,
William Gropper, Jose Orozco, Roberto Matta, Leon Golub, Hans Burkhardt, Ed Kienholz,
Bruce Conner, Robert Arneson, Vija Celmins, Christo and Jean-Claude, Ed Ruscha, Terry Allen,
Richard Serra, Jerome Witkin, Manuel Ocampo, Llyn Foulkes, Judy Chicago, Andy Warhol,
Betye Saar, Masami Teraoka, Peter Saul, David Hockney, Nathan Oliveira, Alexis Smith, Ruth
Weisberg, Raymond Pettibon, Faith Ringgold, Lari Pittman, Patrick Graham, Manuel Ocampo,
Enrique Chagoya, Barbara Kruger, and others.

The exhibition will include works loaned by the Berkeley Art Museum in recognition of Peter
Selz as its Founding Director.



In his roles as a distinguished museum curator and director, art historian, and the author of more
than twenty books, Peter Selz has been a formidable force in the arts, responsible for introducing
or broadening recognition of many major artists in America, among them Mark Rothko, Max
Beckmann, Jean Dubuffet, Alberto Giacometti, and the German Expressionists.

Early in his career, Selz was at the Institute of Design, the new Bauhaus of Chicago, when he
received a Fulbright Grant to study postwar French painting.  In the 1950's Selz came to
California where he served as Chairman of the Art Department at Pomona College and as
Director of its gallery.  In the 1960's, Selz organized numerous groundbreaking exhibitions as
curator at the Museum of Modern Art in New York, where he gained a reputation for a prescient
and provocative eye.

Selz was the Founding Director of the Berkeley Art Museum at UC Berkeley, where he brought
to prominence such California luminaries as Sam Francis, Bruce Conner, and Peter Voulkos,
among others. He is Professor Emeritus of the History of Art at UC Berkeley.

“Art of Engagement” opens on November 11 and extends through January 31.  Related
educational programs and discussions complementing this important exhibition will include a
program featuring a discussion with Peter Selz and Henry Hopkins on the evening of
December 3, at 7:30 p.m.  Reservations required.

Jack Rutberg Fine Arts is located at 357 North La Brea Avenue in Los Angeles.  Gallery hours
are Tuesday through Friday 10 AM to 6 PM, and Saturday 10 AM to 5 PM.  For further
information phone (323) 938-5222
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